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Access and Adm issions Policy 

Philosophy 

St  Dom inic’s I nternat ional School (SDIS)  is a fully inclusive school which follows the Internat ional 

Baccalaureate Curriculum  and offers an internat ional educat ion from  the ages of 3-18. I t  provides an 

educat ion for  students who m ay m ove to/ from  schools in other count ries, or who have Portugal as a 

base and wish to study in the English language. Adm ission is open to any student .  The school facilitates 

access to the curriculum we offer in order to create a good chance of success in the IB  program m es. 

Purpose 

• To ensure that  all students adm it ted to the school have access to the I B program m es

• To ensure that  the school provides the necessary resources to enable all students to access the IB

program m es

General adm ission condit ions 

Adm ission is prim arily based on previous school report s, with the requirem ent  that  they reflect  a posit ive 

at t itude towards school life. Any special educat ional needs m ust  be declared by the parents and/ or 

previous school. The Heads of School, in conjunct ion with the Learning Support  Departm ent ,  will decide 

whether the school has the necessary resources to accom m odate the child. A decision on ent ry will be 

m ade accordingly. 

The curriculum  is delivered m ainly in English, which is used in all areas of the school.  There is an EAL 

program m e across the school to support  students with lit t le or no prior knowledge of English. Students 

entering in Grades 9 or above should have a good level of English in order t o be successful in the MYP 

and DP.   

SDIS policy is to place students in the correct  grade for their age:  age bands run from  January 1st  to 

Decem ber 31st . A student  m ay be placed a grade below or above if there are st rong reasons to do so. 

Applicat ions for adm ission are accepted throughout  the year,  if there is availabilit y in the grade level. 

Applicat ions to j oin grades 11 (m id year)  and 12 would be subject  to the student  having t ransferred 

from  an IB school with a good subject  m atch. 

Access to the I B program m es 

PYP 

The school im plem ents the PYP for all students across all early years and grades 1 to 5 in the Junior 

School.  The PYP is open to any student  in these grade levels. 

The Junior School curriculum  is based around the PYP curriculum  fram ework and the PYP Scope and 

Sequences to establish the learning outcom es for each grade level.  This ensures that  the PYP 

curriculum  at  SDIS has the flexibilit y to be accessible to all students. 

MYP 

The school im plem ents the MYP for all students in grades 6 to 10 in the Senior School. The MYP is open 

to any student  in these grade levels. The MYP is inclusive by design;  students of all interests and 

academ ic abilit ies can benefit  from  their part icipat ion.  All students com plete the Personal Project  for  

the MYP. 
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Unit  planners are reviewed regularly and, if necessary updated, based on departm ental reflect ions, 

student  interest , analysis of e-assessm ent  results and MYP curriculum  updates. 

DP 

The school im plem ents the DP for all students in grades 11 and 12 in the Senior School.  The DP is 

open to any student  in these grade levels.   

All students are given the opportunity to start  the full IB Diplom a Program m e at  the start  of Grade 11. 

Cont inued part icipat ion in the full DP is based on academ ic perform ance, m aturit y, m ot ivat ion and 

at t itude to work.  I f the school feels that  it  is in the best  interests of students to m ove to DP courses, 

then the school m akes this recom m endat ion to students and their  fam ilies.   

Students are given guidance during Grade 10 to help them  to choose the correct  DP subject  opt ions 

based on their  abilit y and interests. 

Where a student  has specific needs, which the school does not  have the resources to support , but  it  is 

felt  that  the child has the capacity, with dedicated support ,  to access the curriculum  we offer , the school 

will ask the parents t o provide this support . An offer  of a place will be cont ingent  upon this support  

being provided, and cont inued as long as the school deem s necessary. 

EAL 

At  St . Dom inic’s, we welcom e students from  around the world and our students com e to us with 

diverse cultural ident it ies and language sk ills.   After  assessing each student ’s indiv idual language 

needs, we design a programme that  best  helps each one achieve academic success.  

This may include in-class support  or different iated lessons in the EAL classroom. 

The four skills of reading, writ ing, listening and speaking are not  separate but  inter- related, so our 

approach to t eaching language is holist ic. 

To ensure effect ive learning, EAL teachers work alongside class teachers to plan, teach and assess 

students’ understanding of our curriculum .  

Learning Support  

At  St . Dom inic’s we believe every student  is ent it led to have the opportunity to dem onst rate their 

knowledge and level of at tainm ent  no m at ter what  personal or social barriers they m ay experience. 

When a student  is ident ified as having an educat ional need, he/ she is assessed by the Learning 

Support  Departm ent  to bet ter help design and allocate support  and therefore rem ove learning barriers. 

This support  can include in-class accom m odat ions and individual or group support .  

The Learning Support  Departm ent  works closely with teaching staff providing them  with the specific 

tools to help and address every student ’s specific needs (educat ional, em ot ional, behavioral)  during 

class, assessm ents or assignm ents. 

Progression between program m es (PYP/ MYP/ DP)  

Progression from  PYP to MYP is autom at ic, except  in situat ions where the parents have been advised 

prior to the end of term  1 (Decem ber)  of grade 5 that  progression m ay be in quest ion. I n such cases, 

the school will work with the fam ily to help them  find suitable solut ions for  their  child’s future 

schooling. 

Progression from MYP to DP requires com plet ion of the MYP.  Those students who do not  achieve the 

MYP cert ificate are allowed to start  the full DP but  with certain condit ions with regards to academ ic 

perform ance and at t itude to work.  Students who do not  m eet  these condit ions will be required to 

m ove to DP courses or, in ext rem e cases, repeat  a grade level. 

Progression between grades within a program m e 
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Students are occasionally required to re-sit  a grade level.  This decision is m ade by the school based 

on academ ic perform ance and at tendance.  Students are only required to re-sit  a grade level in 

ext rem e circum stances and when the school feels that  it  is in the best  interests of the student  to do so. 

The school reviews m andated policies on a regular basis t o ensure that  they are cohesive and are 

aligned with I B Standards and Pract ices.  
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